




University of Calcutta 

Three  Year B. A. Honours Syllabus in Sanskrit 

 

PART I Marks : 200   

Paper I  (Course I and II) ; Paper II  (Course I and II) 

 

Paper I Full Marks : 100 

Course I  Full Marks : 50 

Unit I  Marks : 30 

General Grammar : Samāsa, Kāraka and Vibhakti, Kṛt, Taddhita, San, Yaṅ, 

Nāmadhātu 

[Questions will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II Marks : 20 

Sanskrit prose Kāvya : Selected portions from Bāṇabhaṭṭa’s Kādambarī 

1. Kādambarīkathāmukha 

2. Śukanāsopadeśa (Text up to … माहात्म्यमुद्भावयन्ति ।) 

a) One broad question            8 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one)        5 

c) Textual explanation in Sanskrit (one)         7 

[Question of  c) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

 

 

 

 



Paper I Course II Full Marks : 50 

Unit I  Marks : 20 

Prose Kāvya in Sanskrit : Rājavāhanacarita (of Danḍin’s Daśakumāracarita) 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one)        4 

c) Explain with reference to the context in Sanskrit (one)       6 

[Question of  c) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II Marks : 15 

Sanskrit drama text Abhijñānaśakuntala of Kālidasa. Acts 1,2,3 only. 

a) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one); Or, short questions Or, one 

medium question             6 

b) Explain with reference to the context in Sanskrit (one)       6 

c) Textual grammar            2 

d) Rendering Prakrit words into Sanskrit in Devanāgarī script only     1 

[Questions of  b),  c),  d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Cf.  a) Two or three short questions of Marks 3 or 2; i.e., 2 Q×3 or, 3 Q×2; or 

one medium Q×6  

 Cf.  a) The option in question is not necessary a regular feature. Translation or 

short question / only short question –– this will be flexible possibility in 

question paper. 

Unit III Marks :15 

Sanskrit poetological text Kāvyālaṃkārasūtravṛtti of  Vāmana 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Short note or annotation           5  

[Questions will be set in Sanskrit only] 

   



       Paper II  Full Marks: 100   

Course I Full Marks: 50 

Unit I  Marks: 15 

Chandomañjarī of Gaṅgādāsa (Samavṛttas only) 

a) One short question            3 

b) Define and illustrate (two metres)              6(2×3) 

c) Scan and name the metres (two)          6(2×3) 

[Questions will be set in Sanskrit only] 

[Cf. c) Example for scanning and definition quoted and name of the metre must 

be written in Devanāgarī script only. Model answer of  c) is given below. All 

answers of this unit must be written in Sanskrit only.] 

[Q –– सलक्षणं छतदोन्िणणयः / वतृ्तन्िणणयः किणव्यः । 

A –– मकेु्तष ुरन्ममष ुन्िरायिपवूणकायाः । अत्र वसतिन्िलकं वतृ्तम् ; गणाः ि, भ, ज, ज, ग, ग इन्ि । ित्र 

गङ्गादासोकं्त वतृ्तलक्षणम ्–– जे्ञयं वसतिन्िलकं िभजा जगौ गः इन्ि । 

A –– िैवेदािीं िादृशाश्चक्रवाकाः । अत्र शान्लिीवतृ्तम ्; गणाः म, ि, ि, ग, ग इन्ि, यन्िश्च आन्दिः 

चिरेु्थ अक्षरे ििः सप्तमे अक्षरे पादातिे । ित्र गङ्गादासोकं्त वतृ्तलक्षणम ्–– मात्तौ गौ चेच्छान्लिी 

वेदलोकैः इन्ि । etc.] 

[Note : In the examples scanning of long (guru) and short (laghu) syllables 

should be made with distinct signs atop ; and the pause (yati) may be shown 

with a comma or any other distinct mark after the respective syllables.] 

Unit II Marks: 25 

Sanskrit Drama Svapnavāsavadatta ascribed to Bhāsa 

a) One broad question              10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one)        5 

c) Explanation in Sanskrit with reference to the context (one)         7 

d) Textual grammar            3 



[Questions of c) and d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit III Marks : 10 

Unseen translation from Sanskrit into English or, from English into 

Sanskrit.            10 

 

Paper II Course II Full Marks: 50 

Unit I  Marks : 25 

Sanskrit Drama text Abhijñānaśakuntala of Kālidasa. Acts 4,5,6,7 only. 

a) One broad question           10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one)        5 

c) Explanation in Sanskrit with reference to the context (one)         6 

d) Rendering Prakrit words or sentences into Sanskrit in Devanāgarī script only 

(taken from the text only)            4 

[Questions of c) and d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II Marks: 25 

Sanskrit Mahākāvya text: Kirātārjunīya of Bhāravi (Canto 1) 

a) One broad question           10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one)        5 

c) Explanation in Sanskrit with reference to the context (one)      6 

d) Textual grammar            4 

[Questions of c) and d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

 

 

 

 



PART II 

Paper III  (Course I and II) ; Paper IV  (Course I and II) 

 

Paper III Full Marks: 100 

Course I Full Marks: 50 

Poetological Text in Sanskrit: Sāhityadarpaṇa of Viśvanātha-Kavirāja, 

Chapters 6 and 10. (General Introduction of Indian Poetology) 

Unit I  Marks: 20 

Chapter 6 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Short questions (two)          10(2×5) 

[All questions will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II Marks: 30 

Chapter 10 

यमकम,् शे्लषः, उपमा, मालोपमा, एकदशेन्ववन्िणतयपुमा, उपमेयोपमा, रसिोपमा, अितवयः, उत्मरेक्षा,  

रूपकम,् पररणामः, िलु्ययोन्गिा, न्िदशणिा, रन्िवस्िपूमा, भ्रान्तिमाि,् संदहेः, न्िश्चयः, पररकरः, 

न्वभाविा, न्वशेषोन्क्तः, अन्िशयोन्क्तः, भान्वकम,् स्वभावोन्क्तः, समासोन्क्तः, व्यन्िरेकः, दृष्टातिः, 

अर्थाणतिरतयासः, न्वरोधः, उल्लेखः, दीपकम,् स्मरणम,् अपह्ननु्िः, व्याजोन्क्तः, अरस्ििुरशंसा, 

एकावली, संकरः, व्याजस्िुन्िः, कारणमाला । 

a) Define and illustrate Alaṃkāras (three)      15(3×5) 

b) Determine the Alaṃkāras in the given examples (two)  

or 

Show difference between any two pair of Alaṃkāras           15(2×7½) 

[All questions will be set in Sanskrit only] 

 



Paper III Course II Full Marks: 50 

Unit I  Marks: 25 

History of Vedic literature 

a) One broad question           10 

b) Two short questions or notes         10(2×5) 

c) Five objective type questions           5(5×1) 

Unit II Marks: 25 

History of scientific and technical literature in Sanskrit 

(Grammatical and Lexical literature; Dramaturgical literature; Music and 

Prosody; Āyurveda and Alchemy; Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry) 

a) One broad question            10 

b) Two short questions or notes         10(2×5) 

b) Five short objective questions              5(5×1) 

 

Paper IV Full Marks: 100 

Course I Full Marks: 50 

Unit I  Marks: 20 

Essay in Sanskrit; minimum 150(one hundred fifty) words on topics of Indic 

culture, idols, ideals, social values, current sensibility and the like. 

[Question will be set in Sanskrit only]  

Unit II Marks: 30 

Post-Kālidāsa Sanskrit Mahākāvya: Bhaṭṭikāvya (or Rāvaṇavadha) of Bhaṭṭi 

(Canto 2)  

a) One broad question           10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (two)        8 



c) Explanation in Sanskrit with reference to the context (one)         7 

d) Textual grammar            5 

[Questions on c) and d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

 

Paper IV Course II Full Marks: 50  

History of classical Sanskrit Literature including Inscriptional and Historical 

works 

a) Five short questions          10(5×2) 

b) Three short or informative notes         12(3×4) 

c) Two broad questions        28(2×14) 

 

PART III Marks: 400 

Paper V  (Course I and II) ; Paper VI  (Course I and II) ; 

Paper VII  (Course I and II) ; Paper VIII  (Course I and II) 

 

Paper V Full Marks: 100 

Course I Full Marks: 50 

Vedic texts and Vedic grammar 

Unit I  Marks: 30 

Vedic texts: Hymns of Ṛgveda –– 1.1. Agnisūkta, 10.121. Hiraṇyagarbhasūkta, 

10.125. Devīsūkta, 10.34. Akṣasūkta, 10.191. Saṃjñānasūkta 

a) Textual translation into English or Bengali        8 

b) One broad question           10 

c) Explanation in Sanskrit with reference to the context (one)      6 

d) Short questions or notes on ritual or textual grammar       6 



[Questions of c) and d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II Marks: 20 

Vedic Grammar: Padapāṭha and general outline of Vedic grammar. 

[Questions will be set in Sanskrit only] 

 

Paper V Course II  Full Marks: 50 

Vedic texts; Yajurveda; Atharvaveda and Brāhmaṇa, Upaniṣad 

Unit I  Marks: 10 

1. Rudrādhyāya (Śukla-Yajurveda, 16.1-14) 

2. Atharvaveda (12.1.1-10) 

a) One broad question  Or  b) Textual translation into English or Bengali. 10 

Unit II Marks: 10 

1. मिमुत्मस्यकर्था (शिपर्थब्राह्मणम)् 

2. शिुःशेपोपाख्यािम ्(ऐिरेयब्राह्मणम,् 3.3.3) 
a) One broad question  Or,  b) Textual translation into English or Bengali  10 

Unit III Marks: 30 

बहृदारण्यकोपन्िषि्  4.4. and 4.5. 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali. (two passages)    12(2×6) 

c) Textual explanation in Sanskrit (one)         8 

[Question of c) will be set in Sanskrit] 

 

 

 



Paper VI  Full Marks: 100 

Course I  Full Marks: 50 

Texts on Dharmaśāstra and Arthaśāstra 

Unit I   Marks: 25 

Manusaṃhitā, Chapter 7 

[Following topics –– Divine origin of king, दण्डः, व्यसिम,् दगुणः, करिीन्िः, षाड्गणु्यम,् 

सन्चवः (अमात्मयः), मतत्री, दिूः, राजमण्डलम,् रणिीन्िः, उपायचिषु्टयम]् 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali (one)        5 

c) Textual explanation in Sanskrit (one)         7 

d) Short notes (one)            3 

[Questions of c) and d) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II  Marks: 25 

Arthaśāstra of Kauṭilya 

(Section 1; Chapters 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 21) 

a) One broad question          12 

b) Textual translation into English or Bengali        7 

c) Short explanatory notes (two or three)         6  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper VI Course II Full Marks: 50 

Dharmaśāstra text and History of literature of Indian Dharmaśāstra, Arthaśāstra 

and Nītiśāstra 

Unit I  Marks: 25 

Yājñavalkyasaṃhitā (Chapter 2 Vyavahārādhyāya. Following topics –– 

चिषु्पादव््यवहारः, दायभागः, ऋणादािम,् स्िेयः, साहसम,् वाक्पारुष्यम,् दण्डपारुष्यम,् 

संभयूसमतु्मर्थािम)् 

a) One broad question           12 

b) Short notes (two or three)           6 

c) Explanation in Sanskrit with reference to the context (one verse)     7 

[Questions of  b) and c) will be set in Sanskrit only] 

Unit II  Marks: 25 

History of Indian Dharmaśāstra, Arthaśāstra and Nītiśāstra 

a) One broad and critical question        10 

b) Three short informative notes        15(3×5) 

 

Paper VII Full Marks : 100 

Course I Full Marks : 50 

Unit I      Marks: 40 

Sanskrit Grammatical text : Siddhāntakaumudī of Bhaṭṭojidīkṣīta. 

Kārakaprakaraṇa complete 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Explanation of Sūtras in Sanskrit (three)       15(3×5) 

c) Explaining grammatical explanatory lines (फन्क्कका) (one only)     6 

d) Account for case-ending (three examples)         9(3×3) 



[Questions of this unit will be set in Sanskrit. Answer of questions on  b) must 

be written in Sanskrit only, and Bhaṭṭojidīkṣīta’s Vṛtti should be followed. 

Other answers may be written in Sanskrit or English or Bengali.] 

Unit II Marks: 10 

General Acquaintance with Phonetic Tendencies 

(The following topics –– Assimilation, dissimilation, epenthesis, prosthesis, 

metathesis, anaptyxis, haplology, syncope, apocope, aphaeresis, cerebralisation, 

analogy] 

a) One medium question            6 

b) Two short notes             4 

Or 

a) One short question            4 

b) Two short notes             6 

 

Paper VII Course II Full Marks: 50 

Unit I  Marks: 30 

Siddhāntakaumudī of Bhaṭṭojidīkṣita –– Samāsaprakaraṇa; excluding 

Samāsāntavidhāna 

a) One broad question          10 

b) Short notes             4 

c) Explaination of two Sūtras in Sanskrit       10(2×5) 

d) Expound and name the Samāsa in Sanskrit and Devanāgarī script with 

Pāṇini-sūtra (three)            6(3×2) 

[Questions of this unit will be set in Sanskrit only.] 

Unit II Marks: 20 

Elementary knowledge about ‘Science of Language’, the IE family of language 

and the phonetic laws, history of the concept of IE language, divisions of IE. 



(Among phonetic laws the following are important –– Grimm’s law, Verner’s 

law, Grassmann’s law, Bartholomae’s law, Collitz’s law, Fortunatov’s law) 

Two broad questions        20(2×10) 

 

Paper VIII Full Marks: 100 

Course I  Full Marks: 50 

Unit I  Marks: 40 

General Acquaintance with the Indian philosophical systems  

1. The Āstika and Nāstika schools: definitions 

2. Sāṃkhya-Yoga, Pūrvamīmāṃsā, Vedānta or Uttaramīmāṃsā, Nyāya-

Vaiśeṣika –– the six Āstika systems of Indian philosophy 

3. Three among the Nāstika philosophical systems –– Bauddha, Jaina, Cārvāka 

or Lokāyata 

a) One broad question          12 

b) Four short notes           20(4×5) 

c) Short objective questions of one (1) mark         8(1×8) 

Unit II Marks: 10 

Elementary knowledge about the subject of Annaṃbhaṭṭa’s Tarkasaṃgraha. 

[Only idea about the structure of the text, headlines about the contents is to be 

imparted and examined. (Viz, no. of  पदार्थण, गणु, कमण, परमाण,ु आत्ममा, करण, कारण etc. 

and their technical nomenclature)] 

Short objective questions          10(1×10) 

[Questions of this unit will be set in Sanskrit. Answers must be written in 

Sanskrit and Devanāgarī script] 

 

 



Paper VIII Course II Full Marks: 50 

Indian philosophical text: Annaṃbhaṭṭa’s Tarkasaṃgraha 

a) Two broad questions        26(2×13) 

b) Two sets of short questions             24(2×2×6) 

[All questions of this paper will be set in Sanskrit] 

 

*********** 

 

Note 1 : Questions of all papers (I-VIII) will be set in English, if not otherwise 

specified in the syllabus. 

Note 2 : Answers to all questions of all papers and courses may be written in 

Sanskrit or English or Bengali if not otherwise specified in the syllabus and 

question papers. 

Note 3 : For Model Questions of Part I respective questions of 2011-2016 may 

be consulted. For Model Questions of Part II respective questions of 2012-2016 

may be consulted. For Model Questions of Part III respective questions of 2013-

2016 may be consulted. 
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